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Anne ShenNood for The New York Times
Red Lodge, Mont., is an old mining town near the Beartooth Mountains.
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Published: January 19, 2007
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FOR most Americans, Montana signifies the mythical West, a place to dream of ~ E-MAIL OR SAVE
buying a working ranch or a mountain hideaway. And Red Lodge is one of THIS
those places where Montana real estate fantasies can come true, and fairly PRINT
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miles northeast of Yellowstone National Park, the old mining town estate...

Red Lodge, Mont. is nestled in a high valley. The 10,000-to-nearly-13,000-foot
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Beartooth Mountains — the jewels of the 943,377-acre

Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness — surge from the 5,500-foot
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valley. There are abundant fly-fishing streams, rivers to float down
or kayak on, ranges to ride, peaks to climb and backcountry to
explore.

Stand in the middle of a field above town and all you're likely to
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hear is the wind whipping past. There are no stoplights; two
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restaurants aim to please both tourists and the upwardly mobile
Enlarge This Image o : ;
second-home owners arriving from San Francisco, Chicago,

Atlanta, Tucson, Seattle, Minneapolis and Billings.
Many second-home buyers are counting the days until they become

full-timers. Jim and Holly Brian of Chelsea, Mich., bought a
five-bedroom house with a guest apartment on six acres

overlooking Red Lodge in 2003. A year later, they bought a ranch
six miles to the west of town that had an old farmhouse and two
newer houses, plus 122 acres, for about $1.8 million.






